World History 9 Honors

Mesopotamia: the Crossroads of Civilization

"The least of things with a meaning is worth more in life than the greatest of things without it."


Carl Jung (1875-1961), Austrian psychiatrist. Modern Man in Search of a Soul, 1933.
Because the interpretation of art varies according to personal tastes its analysis can be very complicated. The study of art history however, seeks to eliminate personal tastes and instead identify specifically the influences of time and place of the artist and work.  As a result, images of the same subject created at different times or in different locations may have little in common because their creations reflect the contrasting personal and cultural traditions and values of each artist.  For this reason, historians of the ancient world often utilize works of art to gain a better understanding of ancient people.
Opener:
Briefly review the artifacts found in the Royal Tombs of Ur.  What does the Sumerian’s artistic legacy tell us about what they valued and how they lived?
After 2300 BCE the development of Ancient Mesopotamia changed when the Sumerian city-states were united under a series of conquerors.  Each group of conquerors left in its wake a legacy of art that has added to our historical understanding of the period and region. 
Task:  

Examine the works identified below, and for each:

· Identify approximate date of creation

· Identify people/civilization to which credit for creation is given

· Analyze the way in which the piece provides insight into its creators.  Reflect on any one or more of the following:

· Cultural attitudes towards women and/or family 
· Religious ideology and traditions

· Political ideology and traditions 

· Consider purpose of piece, as well as other biases that may influence your interpretation, and thus instruct us as to the values of its creator
Works of Art/Architecture
Head of Akkadian Ruler 
Stela of Naramsin 
Stela of Hammurabi
Assyrian Guardian Figure
Ishtar Gate (reconstructed)
Recommended Sites

Smart History – Video Segments
The Louvre Museum – Near Eastern Antiquities 

American Historical Association Search 

BBC site Ancient Mesopotamia 

Closure:

Access the link on the class web site to complete the assignment.

This portion must be completed independently and submitted to Mrs. Carroll for review
Answers should not be too brief, but should also not exceed 3 – 4 sentences.
