World History 9 Honors
Early Civilizations Discussion

Socratic Seminar

Objective:  Students, by way of meaningful dialogue, will better understand the complexities of early civilizations and the difficulties in providing a specific list of characteristics to define such civilizations.

Task:

· Students will read the essay entitled “ The Idea of Civilization” and reflect upon the following questions:

1. What is meant by, ‘the meaning of civilization is elusive’?

2. In what way is civilization a relative term?

3. Why has the development of more modern technologies and more sustained global contacts posed problems in coming to a common understanding of civilization?

· Students should review their notes from class research: Activity: Innovative Sites of Americas and Africa.  Reflect on the ways in which the evidence from research corresponds to the “Idea of Civilization” essay.
· In small groups, students will discuss a big understanding question posed by the teacher.  The discussion is not meant to result in a specific answer, but rather a meaningful and analytical student led discussion that meets the activity objectives named above.
Assessment:

View the rubric at 

http://web001.greece.k12.ny.us/files/filesystem/SSholisticrubric.doc
Alternative Assessment:

For students that feel their class participation in the dialogue did not truly reflect their preparation or understanding of the reading and topic, they may opt to complete the reflection response sheet provided below.  Please submit to Mrs. Carroll by Thursday
http://web001.greece.k12.ny.us/files/filesystem/Socratic%20Seminar%20Reflection.doc
