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The New Age of Imperialism

After 1500, empires became one of the most common forms of economic and political organization around the world. But the period between 1815 and 1914 stands out as the “Imperial Century,” because nearly three-quarters of the earth came to be dominated by a handful of empires during this time. This unit explores the complexities of imperial history as seen from a world historical perspective. Viewed from such a perspective, imperial history is the story of the introduction—usually by force—of new peoples, technologies, products, languages, plants, animals, values, and religions to many parts of the world. Imperialism depended on the physical occupation and administration of overseas dominions to utilize and exploit labor, resources, and raw materials for the benefit of the nation-state. By the nineteenth century, imperialism was more aggressive than in any other previous era.



Task…
Your group is to prepare a presentation about the history of a particular country or region affected by the Age of Imperialism.  The goals of this assignment include building on:

· Research skills
· Content acquisition
· Analysis skills of comparison and change-over-time


Areas:

1. Egypt
2. India
3. French Indo-China
4. Algeria
5. Indonesia
6. Belgium Congo
7. South Africa
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Topics…

· 
· Situation as it existed in 1750 
· Motives for imperialism
· Explanation of control
· Policies
· Changes
· Road to independence
· Long-term effects



Evaluation…

· Depth and accuracy of knowledge
· Organization of presentation
· Aesthetics and presentation quality
· Degree of analysis
· Integration of primary sources
· Citations




You may choose any presentation format which can be shared with our class on the website.
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