World History Honors
Understanding South Asian Ancient History

Research Goal: To understand the complexities and ambiguities of South Asian historical development, and how it relates to the larger global context, with special attention focused on answering the following questions…
· From where did the Ganges River Valley people of the Vedic Age originate?

· What was their relationship to the Harappan People?

What has been the traditional interpretation of the origins of the Vedic Age?  
· Who were these so-called Aryan people? 
· From where did they originate?  
· Why is the study of their language significant to our understanding?  
· When was this interpretation/explanation put forward and by whom?  
· What implications does it have for current day India and the influences of Caste?
Sources to Consult…

Text Reading: Prentice Hall, World History Connections to Today, pp.53 -57 

Video: Origins of Sanskrit (9 min)
Web Site: Think Quest: The Aryans and the Vedic Age
What is the current revisionist view that now challenges the Aryan Invasion Theory?  
· From where do the revisionists believe the Vedic Age people came?
· What was their relationship to the Harappan civilization?
· What factors caused the emergence of a new dominant civilization in approximately 1700BCE?

· What is the revisionist criticism of the traditionalist view regarding the use of the Aryan label?

· How do the revisionists account for the linguistic evidence put forward by the traditionalists? 

· When was this interpretation put forward and by whom?  

Sources to Consult…

Video: Harappa and the effect of Climate Change (5 min)
Article: Indus Valley code is Cracked - Maybe
Website: Archeology Online: Aryan Invasion – History or Politics?
