	Akkadians


	First empire.

Well developed language, language of business. Lingua-franca. Evolved from cuneiform. – used by later groups

Sargon was the Empire builder. 

The Sumerian city states re-assert themselves and then gave way to the Babylonians.

Naram-sin



	Amorites

(Old Babylonians) 


	Hammurabi’s Code – the first codified laws, not arbitrary, predictable. 

Diffusion of  Sumerian culture and writing

Clear distinction between social classes exhibited by law.

Marduk – patron God

	Assyrians


	Strong warriors, an organized army.

Cavalry.  New tactics and technology Ex: 3 man chariot, ranking

Assurbanipal - First library. Record for future historians.

Large empire, reached to the Nile River.

Nineveh – Capital.

Guardian Figures



	Chaldeans


	Neo-Babylonians.

Nebuchadnezzar, strong centralized government.

Hanging Gardens of Babylon –  Technologies- levers, pullies, sophisticated forms of irrigation

Astronomy and numbers.

Numerical system – related back to culture and religion.

Ishtar Gate


	Hebrews


	Monotheism – omnipotent, ubiquitous, ethical god.

Ten Commandments

Judaism – the religion 
Hebrew – the tribal identity, ethnicity, language

Moses – the father of religion for the people.

Abraham – the father of the Hebrew people, first spoke of the covenant. 

Created the first kingdom of Israel.  (David and Solomon) 



	Phoenicians


	Extensive trade in the Mediterranean. – missionaries of civilization 

Alphabet, foundations for western languages.

Ship building, map making, glass dye, purple dye

Tyre – major city

Colonies.

	Hittites


	Iron metallurgy ushered in the Iron Age.

Military strength and expansion.

Origins in Asia Minor (Hattusa- captial).

Spread the use of iron.

Battle of Kadesh - Egyptians
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